
House 
Histories



https://www.nps.gov/subjects

/nationalregister/index.htm



Standard Records

First do research on the area

Census and Land (https://www.glo.texas.gov/history/archives/forms/files/categories-of-land-

grants.pdf)



Maps

•Plat Maps

•Sanborn Maps



Directories

City Directories are the easiest way 

to check who previously lived in 

what house

















Census 

ED: In order to discover the enumeration district within 

which an address falls—the numbers are different for 

each census—a researcher can use an enumeration 

district map (example from 1900  above), like those 

found at Ancestry, or in Room 121, the Milstein Division

Street Address: Occasionally available by brief 

Enumerator notes

Number on a Block: Block Numbers are available on 

various maps like the Sanborn Maps







Land 
Records

Land records are the earliest, largest, and most complete 

type of record in the United States beginning when the 

colonists settled the land to show legal proof of ownership. 

Land records help bridge the gap between census years, 

help distinguish between multiple people of the same 

name, and can establish kinship ties. 

•Deeds

•Estate

•Probate

•Grants 













Misc. PHOTOS,  NEWSPAPERS,  

BOOKS





Home Details



Homes Through the Decades

Colonial

•1600-1780

•German colonial, Dutch colonial, Spanish 

colonial, and French colonial

•Symmetrical lines (columns, chimneys, 

windows, etc.)



Neoclassicism 

• 1780-1860 

• Greco-Roman

• “Federal” in the U.S., “Georgian” in the U.K.

• Central from door, 5-10 symmetrical front windows, geometric

• Columns, domed or flat roof, Greco-Roman detailing



Victorian 

•1840-1900

•Metal elements, air heating

•Gables, turrets, wraparound 

porches, and bay windows

•Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, Folk 

Victorian



1900’s-
1960’s
RANCH HOMES,  MINIMAL,  

AMERICAN CRAFTSMAN 



Modernism and Neo



Other Things to Look 
For

Hardware

A door’s design reveals its age. The recessed panel on this front 

door plants it squarely in the 1800s (a lesser quality door, the 

other side has only flush panels). Raised panels were typical in 

the 1700s

Inconsistencies

Quirky details of a house may point up an otherwise unnoticeable 

alteration. This vertical piece of wood was once part of a corner 

board that ran between the original rooflines of two sections of 

the house 







Thank you for joining us


