
Genealogy Off the Shelves
ARE YOU A MAYFLOWER DESCENDENT



GOOD 
NEWS

Well documented

100-250 years of research

Ever expanding project



My ancestor was in the colonies in the 17th century, I MUST be descended from a Mayflower 

Pilgrim!

Pre-Colonial Immigration 



Myth of the First 
Colony

Pirates, traders, explorers, private companies

Fort Caroline and the Huguenots

Newfoundland – 1583

Roanoke, Jamestown



3 Areas of 
Immigration

Jamestown – 1607, 61 of 500 settlers 
survived, English aristocrats/explorers, 1610 
polish and Dutch, 1619 Africans brought

Massachusetts, Rhode Island - 1620 
mayflower pilgrims separatists flee church of 
England to Plymouth and Cape Cod, 1628-
1640 (great migration) 20,000 immigrants 
mostly puritans to the Massachusetts Bay 
area

New Amsterdam – 1624 Dutch, Huguenots, 
1654 Jews, 1674 English take over 





Seek religious freedom during the reign of King James I.

10 years in Amsterdam, Leiden

Fearing their children were losing their English heritage and religious beliefs, then in August 

1620 the group sailed for Southampton, England, where other English colonists who hoped 

to make a new life in America met them.

Speedwell and Mayflower

102 only 51 survived, four being women

35 million descendents



The Mayflower set sail from Plymouth, England, in 

September 1620 with approximately 130 people on 

board: 102 passengers, the rest crew. Of the 

passengers, five died before ever coming ashore in 

America, and 45 more failed to survive their first 

New England winter. Of the surviving passengers, 

only 37 are known to have descendants. Could one 

of them be a distant relative of yours? By reviewing 

the Mayflower passenger list, descendants can 

often get their first clue.

All the known Mayflower descendants alive today 

can trace their lineage to one or more of 22 male 

passengers.



Male Passengers

John Alden

Isaac Allerton

John Billington

William Bradford

William Brewster

Peter Browne

James Chilton

Francis Cooke

Edward Doty

Francis Eaton

Edward Fuller

Samuel Fuller

Stephen Hopkins

John Howland

Degory Priest

Thomas Rogers

Henry Samson

George Soule

Myles Standish

Richard Warren

William White

Edward Winslow



How manyMayflower descendants 

are there? Most estimates place the 

number of descendants alive today 

at around 35 million. By way of 

comparison, the combined 

population of the six New England 

states is just shy of 15 million. The 

population of the entire United 

States is a bit more than 327 

million.



Where to begin

We’ll start with the obvious: If you share a surname with any of the Mayflower 22, focus on that 

line of your family tree and see if you can work backward toward a connection. However, the vast 

majority of descendants do not share a name with anyone on the list, since only a direct paternal 

line would have perpetuated the name. If you don’t have a direct name connection, start with a 

line that you suspect has deep New England roots, and see how far you can take it. 



Ancestry

The basics

Stories, histories, memories – (stuff is transcribed by 

computer so may be errors)



Mayflower Silver Books

Top-Down approach

Silver Books are published based on individual passengers of the mayflower 

and their lineages. So far MCPL has up to volume 25. This database will involve 

31 volumes of the “Silver Books” comprising about 11,800 relevant pages. 

7,750 fifth generation descendants, along with their spouses and children. The 

actual record count will not be known until the indexing is completed

150,000 birth, marriage, death, and deed records in total are estimated

The project is focused on providing a full family index of all the fifth-generation 

descendants of the Pilgrims who came on theMayflower in 1620.

.





Each book begins with what is known about the early life, 

family, and origin of the pilgrim. The rest of the book is 

divided into generations one through five. 

The 5th generation in about 1700’s

If you have six generations of ancestors, then you can 

look up the 6th in the Silver Books Index and work your 

way back. 

Don’t assume your Revolutionary Veterans only have one 

Mayflower Ancestor!



American 
Ancestor
https://mayflower.americanancestors.org/



Extra Tips to Link the 
Gap

Loyalist Families – Migrations, Relocations, Special Records

Mariner Records – Whaling Museum 1809-1927

DNA – Ancestry being the best option

Scooby, Nottinghamshire and Leiden

Wampanoag and King Phillip’s War

Relative Finder partnered with FamilySearch





Thank You 


