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PROVISIONAL BALLOTS

➢ Who is eligible to vote a Provisional Ballot?

➢ Why are Provisional Ballots important?

➢ Polling place procedures

➢ Registering through DPS

➢ Curing a Provisional Ballot

➢ Why is it important to keep provisional 
ballots in a separate and secure container?



Affidavit of Provisional Voter envelope – Front  REQUIRED FIELDS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Type of Election – Write in the type of election that is being conducted (General, Primary, Runoff, Special)

2. Precinct number/Polling Location – Write the polling location you are in

3. Precinct number where voter is registered – This information can be found on the voter’s registration certificate or 
in VoteSafe.  This information is important when processing ballots

4. Date of Election – The date of the election, Election Day, is the date that is entered

5. Authority Conducting Election – This will always be Midland County

6. This is the voter information section.  All fields, except gender, MUST be filled out entirely.  Voter’s residential 
address MUST be a Midland County address.  MUST BE LEGIBLE!  Fill this information out for the voter if necessary

7. Signature of Voter – There MUST be a valid signature for ballot to be considered
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Affidavit of Provisional Voter envelope – Back REQUIRED FIELDS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Voter presented acceptable form of identification – Check ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.  This helps determine if a 
voter must come in to cure their ballot

2. Reason for Voting Provisional – We MUST know the reason the voter is voting a provisional ballot.  If 
voter states they went to DPS and registered, write license issue date on ‘When’ line on reason # 7 
along with ‘Where’ (city, in person/online). FYI, a voter can transfer their registration from one 
Texas county to another online, but they cannot ‘Register’ online.

3. Date and Signature – The Deputy EV Clerk/Judge MUST date the envelope the date the transaction is 
taking place, and we MUST have a signature.  You all know I’m not afraid to call you!

4. This field is to be completed by the County Voter Registrar

5. This field is to be completed by the County Voter Registrar and Early Voting Ballot Board
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Who is Eligible to Vote a Provisional 

Ballot?

 A voter who does not provide an acceptable form of ID from List A or List B.

 A voter whose identity cannot be verified by the ID presented.  (A document 

outside of List A or B).

 A voter who has received a disability exemption but does not have voter 

registration certificate indicating exemption.

 A voter whose name does not appear on the list of registered voters and 

does not have a registration certificate, but states they are registered and 

eligible to vote in the county.

 A voter who has applied for a ballot by mail, has not returned their voted 

ballot, has not properly cancelled the mail ballot application and is not 

surrendering their ballot.



Provisional Ballots HELP the voter.  How?

If an error occurred when voter went to DPS to 
obtain/update a license and registration information 
was not transmitted to SOS.  We can submit an inquiry 
to DPS.  DPS will let us know if the voter 
obtained/updated license in person and whether the 
voter chose to register.

If an error occurred on the list of registered voters. If a 
portion of the city or a school district is annexed, and 
an updated map was not provided.

If a registration application was received with a timely 
post-mark but was updated after the list of registered 
voters uploads into VoteSafe.  Voter’s who submit a 
registration applications post-marked within the 
registration deadline will be eligible to vote.  These 
applications are sometimes received after Early Voting 
has started.

If a voter requests a ballot by mail and decides they 
would rather vote in person and DOES NOT bring their 
ballot to surrender.  Even when a voter requests to 
receive their ballots by mail, they can still come in to 
vote in person if they wish.

They register the voter to vote!

Why Are 

Provisional 

Ballots 

Important?



Vote Center Procedures
✓ Provisional voting occurs both during Early Voting in person and on 

Election Day

✓ The following procedures apply to both Early Voting and Election 
Day

✓ Prepare Vote Center – Prepare a table to accept/assist Provisional 
Voters

✓  You will need

• Provisional Ballot Packet – contains green Affidavit of Provisional 
Voter envelope, combo form with green dot, white secrecy 
envelope, and the Notice to Provisional Voter

• List of Provisional Voters

• Secure container for provisional ballots

o Provisional Ballot Bag

• 2 Pens



Vote Center 

Procedures, 
continued

✓ If a voter is not appearing on the list 

of registered voters (VoteSafe), the 

Election judge should inform the voter 

that the ballot will be counted if it is 

determined they are registered to 

vote.

✓ If voter is casting a provisional ballot 

due to lack of an acceptable or 

supporting ID, the election judge 

should inform the voter that the ballot 

will only be counted if the voter 

appears at the Voter Registrar and 

shows acceptable ID or a permanent 

exemption (if applicable).



Vote Center Procedures, 
continued

Provisional Packet contains

✓ After notification, you will need a Provisional Ballot packet to proceed

✓ Before stepping away from the Check-In table, have voter select the ballot 
they will vote

EV Combo forms 

will have Rosa’s 

signature

ED Combo forms 

will be signed by 

Election Judge

Notice to a 

Provisional Voter

Affidavit of 

Provisional Voter

Secrecy 

envelope

Combo form 

w/green dot



Vote Center Procedures,
continued

Voter/Deputy EV Clerk/Judge will complete section 5 on the front of the green Affidavit 
of Provisional Voter envelope

Voter will sign section 6 on the front of the green Affidavit of Provisional Voter envelope

Deputy EV Clerk/Election Judge will complete sections 1, 2, 3, & 4 on the front of the 
green Affidavit of Provisional Voter envelope

Deputy EV Clerk/Election Judge will complete sections 1, 2, & 3 on the back of the green 
Affidavit of Provisional Voter envelope

Deputy EV Clerk/Election Judge will provide a Notification of Provisional Voter to the 
voter.  Indicate to the voter what section of the Notification of Provisional Voter pertains to 
them

Deputy EV Clerk/Election Judge will add the voter’s name and precinct number to the List 
of Provisional Voters

If a Ballot by Mail voter does not surrender their ballot and they choose to vote a 
provisional ballot, this voter will need to fill out the Notice to Cancel Ballot by Mail form 
as well



✓ Deputy EV Clerk will write ‘PROVISIONAL’ on the back 
of the ballot the voter selected. 

✓ Deputy Clerk will initial the provisional box on the top 
right side of the ballot

✓ Have voter sign Provisional Combo Form

✓ Deputy EV Clerk/Election Judge will take voter to 
Votec Kiosk and begin check-in process

✓ Have voter place selected ballot in ballot printer

✓ After the top portion of the ballot has printed, hand 
the voter the white secrecy envelope and escort them 
to an ExpressVote to vote

✓ Instruct the voter to vote their ballot, print ballot 
then fold ballot to fit inside white secrecy envelope

✓ Have voter insert secrecy envelope into Affidavit of 
Provisional Voter envelope and seal with clear tape

✓ Have voter insert Affidavit of Provisional Voter 
envelope in the Orange Provisional Ballot Bag

Vote Center 

Procedures, 
continued



Provisional Ballot Bag

Provisional Ballot Bag
Closed & Sealed

Remove seal and slide open

Insert Provisional Ballot



Registering Through DPS
➢ A voter can register to vote when obtaining/renewing a license at DPS

➢ This transaction MUST be made in person

➢ A voter can register online IF the voter is transferring their registration from 
one Texas county to another (no other way to register to vote online, voter 
will have to complete an application and mail it in or return it in person)

➢ If the voter believes they are registered, the election judge MUST ask if the 
voter registered or updated their registration AT DPS

➢ If the voter did go to DPS, the election judge MUST note this and the 
appropriate date (DL issue date) the voter went to DPS on the green Affidavit 
of Provisional Voter envelope

Issue

Date

Issue

Date



‘Curing’ a 

Provisional 

Ballot

 The ONLY individuals that are required 

to ‘cure’ their provisional ballot are 

individuals who DID NOT bring an 

acceptable form of ID from List A or a 

supporting ID from List B

 The voter’s ballot will only be counted 

if/when the voter appears in person to 

the Voter Registrar and shows 

acceptable ID, executes a temporary 

affidavit (if applicable), or a permanent 

exemption (if applicable)

 A voter has 6 days after Election Day to 

present proper identification



Why Is It Important to Keep Provisional 
Ballots in a Separate and Secure 
Container?

➢ Provisional Ballots DO NOT get counted on Election night.  There are 

separate procedures then other ballots.  Provisional ballots go to the 

county Voter Registrar for investigation.  If it is determined that the 

voter is in fact registered to vote, or if it is determined that a ballot by 

mail provisional voter did not mail in their ballot, the provisional ballot 

will be accepted

➢ All Provisional voters are notified whether their ballot was accepted or 

rejected and the reason for rejection

➢ THIS IS WHY IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU INITIAL THE BOX IN THE TOP 

RIGHT CORNER OF THE VOTER’S BALLOT.  There is a chance the ballot 

could be rejected
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